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KATHLEEN MCCHESNEY HELPS CATHOLIC CHURCH REPORT ON SEXUAL ABUSE, 
FORMER FBI OFFICIAL TO SPEAK AT UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON MARCH 29 
DAYTON, Ohio - Kathleen McChesney, whose office coordinated an audit and 
commissioned a landmark national study on the extent of sexual abuse of minors by Catholic 
priests, will address the findings of studies conducted for the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB) at 7 p.m. on Monday, March 29, in the Kennedy Union Ballroom at the 
University of Dayton. 
Her talk is free and open to the public. She's the final speaker in this semester's "The 
Wounded Body of Christ: Sexual Abuse in the Church" lecture series at the University of 
Dayton. The series will continue in the fall. 
McChesney, a former top official in the Federal Bureau of Investigation with more than 
30 years of law enforcement experience, established and has served as the executive director of 
the USCCB's Office for Child and Youth Protection since December 2002. 
"Kathleen McChesney has chosen to enter into the work of ensuring the protection of 
children and youth within the church community knowing full well that such work brings her 
into almost daily contact with the suffering and anguish of those whose lives have been forever 
changed because a priest or other church worker has sexually abused them or someone close to 
them," said Sandra Yocum Mize, chair of the religious studies department and one of the 
organizers of the series. "I find her presence in the midst of this crisis at the very least a 
glimmer of hope for a future in which the laity collaborate with the ordained as witness to 
Christ's saving power in our broken world." 
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In February, the National Review Board of the USCCB released the John Jay College of 
Criminal Justice study that showed about 4 percent of priests between 1950-2002 had abused 
children, with the greatest number of cases between 1960-1985. In January, McChesney's office 
released an audit that showed that most dioceses are complying with the bishops' national 
policy to protect children and respond to clergy sexual abuse. Upon the release of the audit, 
McChesney said, "If this day belongs to anyone, it belongs to the victims who have had the 
courage to come forward and call attention to this devastating problem. The victims have been 
the catalysts for change." 
McChesney, who holds a Ph.D. in public administration, had a 31-year law enforcement 
career that culminated in leading one of the FBI's four divisions as executive assistant director 
for law enforcement services and coordinating the bureau's work with 18,000 police agencies. 
Why lead the USCCB's Office for Child and Youth Protection? In a recent interview with St. 
Anthony Messenger, she said, "As intelligent, rational people, our obligation, because of our 
faith, is to try and fix those things, to make things right. It's a blessing to be able to do so." For 
more, go to http:/ /www.americancatholic.org/Messenger/ Apr2003/Featurel.asp#F6 
McChesney's presentation will include a 45-minute lecture followed by questions. After 
a break, participants will reconvene for a discussion followed by a brief prayer at 9 p.m. 
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For media interviews, contact Sandra Yocum Mize at (937) 229-4321. To request an 
advance telephone interview with Kathleen McChesney, call (202) 541-5413. 
